
Early Life

Jellyfish fossils have been found 
which are over 500 million years old. 

Jellyfish looks the 
same now as they did 
millions of years ago.  

Pikaia were one of the first animals with 
a spinal cord. Pikaia could be an ancestor 
to all animals with backbones. It became 
extinct millions of years ago.

The very earliest life on Earth was so 
small you would need a microscope to 
see it. These life forms were only a single 
cell.  Over hundreds of millions of years 
they evolved into animals that you might 
recognise now. 

Animal life started in the sea. This 
happened around 500 million years ago. 
We call this time the ‘Cambrian period’.  
At this time the first fish-like animals also 
evolved.  

There was so much new life that 
scientists sometimes describe it as the 
Cambrian Explosion. This meant an 
explosion of new life, not an actual 
explosion. 

During the Cambrian Explosion the sea 
was home to lots of different types of 
animals. Trilobites were a type of animal 
alive at this time.  Some Trilobites were 
as small as a millimetre in length, whilst 
some were as long as 60cm. 

During this time, the first animals with 
backbones evolved. Lots of animals 
today have backbones (including 
humans).  
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People have been finding 
Ammonites for thousands of 
years. They are quite easy to 
find and cheap to buy. Because 
of this lots of people who 
collect fossils start with 
Ammonites.

Point your device at the 
Ammonite to see what it 
would have looked like when it 
was alive. 

The Horns of Ammon

This is a carving of the God Ammon - 
Notice his curling horns that look like a 
ram's  or an Ammonite!

Why are they called Ammonites?

For many years people thought they were fossilised 
coiled-up snakes. People even carved or painted a snakes 
head at the end of them. They were sometimes called 
snakestones.  

They are called Ammonites because they look 
like the horns of the God, Ammon.
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